I have 103 rea-
sons (and
counting) for
|| saying THANK
i YOU for mak-
.| ing my birthday
this year a very
special one. In
response to my husband’s secret email, I was
overwhelmed (literally!) by all of the cards and
well-wishes you all sent! Everyone at school
with the last name that starts with the letter B
was a little envious that I was receiving so
much mail! Thank you so much for the words
of encouragement and the time and effort spent.
Our good friends Jason and Tracyjin
Oklahoma City sent a card that included a dp

ers about Jesus
and placed a spe-
cial emphasis on
missionaries.

So, the kids each
made me person-
alized cards and
sent me a photo
with all of them

sonal message from them and their two ki
ages 5 and 2. 1 wish I could play it for you all
to hear because it is just so precious!

My good friend Tamra teaches a chil-
dren’s Sunday School class at her church.
They have been talking lately about telhng oth-

waving hello to me (very swe“t' , huh?).
Our church in Kansas City even put

together a video of our friends singing the

Ha py Bzrthday Song and also ﬁlmed the

Dylan sent me several bottles of lotion and
many of you sent pictures of your families as
well as updates to help me feel a little closer to
home even though we are so far away. This is
extremely important to us because in reality,
life moves on for everyone while we are gone.
As I read each of the cards, I felt an
overwhelming sense of love from each of you.
The personal messages you included are very
dear to me and have helped to ease the difficul-
ties of =
o being
away
from
family
and
friends.

Praise Offerings:
Language school continues to go well .
The amazing | ove/ support o
Our continued health and safety '
Continued growth in attendance at the Bible study
Opportunity to start 2 new Bible studies
Godds saving grace
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experiend

$'in our Spanish speaking abil-
i juwaryos Birthdag
i Pray for contmued boldness to share the Gospel
I The new attendees of the Bible study (Juan and Amelia).

9  Pray for the new Bible Studies we will be starting this month
% dPray that neiv people will ke drawn to Jhe Bibde stidg. n

1 Pray for God to raise up new leaders out of the Bible study.

We are very ex-
cited about what
God is accom-
plishing here in
Costa Rica. Since
we last communi-
cated with you all,

and grow each week. In a re-

™ cent Bible study we explained
to one of our new friends how
the Bible was divided into

* chapters and verses so that they
! would be able to find the text
from which we were studying

it highlights the need to continue ti

new homes to host Bible studies. efore,
we are currently in the process of s g two
new Bible studies within the next ei(. One

M Bible study is in
the house of a

many wonderful and amazing things have be-
gun to happen. The Bible study we began in
January continues to grow. We have had as

each week. In addition, there is always some-
one eagerly volunteering to read or wanting to
respond to the weekly questions at the end of

mother of
named Jenny
and the other is

the Bible stud-
ies. Needless to

many as 16 people in attendance and several of
them were new visitors which the attendees
themselves had invited. We are obviously very
- excited by this

since it is a huge
step in the proc-
ess of planting a
growing body of
believers.

Itisa
wonderful ex-
perience to see our new friends desire to learn

say, we con-
tinue to make
great use of the
Bibles that were
donated.

Bible s
arisen to start new
are now

s a result of the new growth in our
y, several opportunitie

in the hous.: of
a Nicaraguan couple named Felipe and

we will be starting there.
In addition to all of this, God contin
ues to give us opportunities to share the C
with the people whom we are me:
cent days, we were blessed to be a

Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message "
of the Lord may spread rapidly and be
honored, just as it was with you.
II Thessalonians 3:1




