This month we thought we would provide
you with a little bit of cultural insight on Costa Rica.
For example how might one greet someone here in
this culture? Well, the traditional greeting between
women is accomplished by placing your right cheek
against the right cheek of the other person and then
making the sound of a kiss (aka “air kiss”). If they
are acquainted, the same is true between a man and a
woman. However, the woman never initiates this
process. She always follows the lead of the man.
Needless to say, there are a lot of “air kisses” float-
ing around on a Sunday morning at the church.

Men, however, always greet each other with a firm
hand shake and rarely show any other form of affec-
tion.

In addition, greetings are much longer here
in Costa Rica. Unlike the U.S., when you meet or
call a person you must always inquire about them,
their day, their life, and their family and allow the
to do the same before you ever approach the subje
or purpose for which you have contacted them. Not
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to do so, is con-

rude in this rela-
| tional society.

| interesting point
| is that opinions

are important in
this country, and

one or at least
should if asked,

no matter what the topic. Jr:m:e not giving
your opinion when asked is llke @'ﬁg I don’t care
or respect you enough to talk with you or basically
you are unimportant to me. The issue isn’t necessar-
ily the subject but the person with whom you are
speaking.

sidered to be very

Another

yes, everyone has

the person. By the way, as an American ,especially

with respect to cars, this was a very hard habit to

break as can be testified to by several of the taxi cab

drivers we have unintentionally upset during our

time here. Also, never walk around without shoes,

even in your own home. First of all, the culture here

considers bare feet on cold tile floors to be a health

issue, especially for young children. Second, if you

come to the door barefoot, you have obviously just

gotten up out of bed or are lazy and haven’t bothered

to prepare yourself for the day. Finally, women,
never place your purse on the ground in a public

place. It actually signals that you are available and

looking for someone to fill your social schedule.

All that being said, we are really enjoying

ourselves tremendously as we learn about our new
culture and prepare to serve the Lord here in Latin

America. Thank you so much for your prayers and

willingness to support us through your generous

g1v1ng to the Lottie Moon and the Cooperative pro-

 in our Spanish speaking
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Well another
month has passed
and here is what
God has been

# to your prayers
and support. We
had our first joint
worship service with our two young and fledgling
home Bible study groups. Praise the Lord!

The two groups crowded into the small
living room of one of the participants for a time of
worship and fellowship. In total, there were 28 peo-
ple including men, women, children and missionar-
ies. We started out by welcoming everyone and
introducing the participants in the two groups to
each other. This was important since it is our inten-
tion to continue to unite the different Bible study
groups monthly, with the goal of eventually forming
a cell church.

A
friend of ours
offered to play
the guitar for

our first corpo-
rate tlme of

4 doing in response

1 their ne\y found ngl
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“allowed us to
fill the room
with singing
and music. It
was the first
| time in 8
. months, we
did not have
to sing a cappella. It was great! We were reminded
so vividly of how beautiful and meaningful the gift
of music is in a corporate time of v‘vorship

After we finished smgmg, the group set-
tled in for a time
of prayer, pre-
senting their
weekly praises
and petitions
before the
group. It was
really a blessing

to see the \
openly ing thelr needs, hardships, and concerns
as well eir thoges and hearts of gratltude Wlth

experience. I am conﬁnuaily grateful
' the things that God accomphshes in and throu,

somewhat nervous. Normally, we would simply
choose one of the chronological Bible stories, read

plication as well as its
connection to the Gos-
pel. However, on this
occasion I felt that there f§
were too many people
to try a small group
format. So, [ memo-
rized and told the story
of Paul and Silas in
Spanish. Obviously, with a focus on the question,

¥ “what must I do to be saved?”. Although my presen-
|| tation (i.e. my Spanish) was not perfectyﬁy

seemed to use the story as people inte;a ed with the

i follow-up questions and appllca}wﬁ

All in all, it wav*tfemendous worship

lives. Just to thlnk 8 months ago there

study and now here is a group of un- cl‘
gathering to prz!y, hear God’s word, and worship
Him. Isn’t God an awesome God? Thank you f¢
your falthf.lln s to pray. As you can seg, it is
ing an eternal difference in the lives of n, wom
and children here in Costa Rica.

Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message
of the Lord may spread rapidly and be
honored, just as it was with you.

II Thessalonians 3:1




