Sherry and I have now officially been
in Costa Rica one year. Can you believe it?
We have learned a lot over the last 12 months.
For instance, we have come to trust in and un-
derstand much better the protection, provision
and faithfulness of God. Life truly is much
more than things (and yes, it is possible to live
life without a vehicle). Sherry and I have also
intertwined our lives with many precious peo-
ple in this country who have very little in life,
but are very valuable in the economy of God.

We have also come to value family,
friendships, and the church much more than we
had in the past. Your prayers, support and love
make it not only possible for us to be here, but
it also gives us the strength to press on. We
have learned and continue to be reminded ¢k
relationships are more important than tasks.
Since, it is through these relationships that the
people of Central America will learn about a
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but in His, Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
At the same time, we have been strengthened,
encouraged, and blessed because in God’s
magnificent grace, love, and mercy He has cho-
sen to use us. Therefore, it is clear to us that
faithfulness is the true call of every believer.
We are also quickly coming to the
realization that the Spanish language will not
be conquered by Sherry and me in a single year
of study. Our teachers have indicated that we
will not have a real sense of fluidity until we
have spent a couple of years immersed in our
country of placement. We certainly look for-
ward to this day with great anticipation. Nev-
ertheless, we are grateful to God for the level of
Spanish he has allowed us to learn since we
have been here. It is a great blessing to con-
51der that God has glven us the ab111ty to share
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Since our last
newsletter, God has
opened the door for us
{ to help our fellow mis-
_| sionaries (Anthony &
.3 DeNiel Gillen, Tiffany
® Treadway, and Sierra
/. Ensley) to start a new
Bible study. This Bible
study was started in the
home of Pascual & Jas-
mina whom you have been praying for in re-
cent days. Please, continue to pray for them as
they minister the Nicaraguan people who live
in this apartment complex.

At the same time we ask you to have a
renewed sense of urgency for prayer. We have
recently come under major spiritual attack in
our Bible studies. The enemy, Satan, is trying
on every front to discourage us and to stop the
work that has begun here. In the last couple of
months we have seen disagreements between
the participants, a drop in attendance, and the
onslaught of attacks by cults such as the Mor-
mons. This cult has begun to visit two of our
Bible studies on a regular basis leaving materi-

als and trying to gain entrance into their homes.
Obviously, there is much at stake here since
they are either young in their faith or still com-
ing to the truth.

Also, in recent days, we have had a
tragic event occur with one of the families in
our Bible Study. Francisco & Yolanda have a
niece that was killed this week. She was
stabbed to death in front of her 3 children of 1,
4, and 7 years of 'age. If this isn't tragic and sad
enough, the chil-
dren have no other
family membe

o live with at this
time. So, the ‘
~ have come to 1 ve
) with Francisco
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gone from 1 child to 4. Please pray for this
family eir t1me of mourning as well as
their fi ial needs*Most of all please pray .
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Finally, please remember us as we
bring to a close our time here in Costa Rica and
begin to make our transition to Mexico. There
are many things involved in this p c‘:ss
Please pray that our visas for living in ‘Mexico
are approved in a timely matter. Pray for us as
we complete our language studies pack our
things once again to move. Also remember the
Bible studies that
we have begun
here that they will
continue and that
there will be a
smooth transition
in leadership.
Pray for Aaron '
and Gabrielle Woods who W111 be replacm

in the first Blble study and David and Gl
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repla us e
seco ible
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Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message "
of the Lord may spread rapidly and be :\
honored, just as it was with you. i

IT Thessalonians 3:1




