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Hello family, friends, and prayer supporters. Here is the
long awaited first newsletter from MMexico. By the grace and faith-
fulness of God, we arrivediinto the beautiful city of Puebla, Mexico
on December 13. As happysas we were to be in Mexico, we were
also grateful to be assigned our first mission vehicle. We have en-
closed a picture of it here so that you may I'CJOICG with us as well. 1
know you all are 1)
going to shake
your head when
you read this next
part but I just have
to tell you that it
gets excellent
“grass” mileageli-) o
Seriously, though
since our arrival
here in Mexico the .
International Mission Board via your support has taken great care of
us. Every need we have had since our arrival here has been met and
we want to say thank you so very much for giving!!!
Also, let us say that we hope all of you had a Merry Christ-
mas and a Blessed New Year and that we appreciate all of the
Christmas cards and emails that were sent. Needless to say, our
Christmas was a little out of the ordinary but still wonderfully
blessed as we spent time with new friends and fellow missionaries.
This last 3 weeks or so of our life have been spent fever-
1sh1y looking for a house and let me tell you this is not an easy task
in the midst of the Christmas holiday season. However, it has possi-
bly given us a slightly better understanding of how Joseph and Mary
mlght have felt as they were looking for a place to stay :-)
P, X ‘When we arrived, it was all abuzz
4 with Christmas traffic, decorations, and
\\ - shopping. There were Posada processions,
;, fireworks, and nativity scenes in many
! parts of the city. The Posadas themselves
| “are a series of nine nightly celebrations that
y start on December 16 and end on Decem-
B | ber 24 (Noche Buena). Each evening a
procession of people walks down the
| street, usually with candles and statues
(ﬁgures of Jesus and/or Mary and/or popu-

lar saints). As they walk they.sing Christmas songs, sometimes stop-
ping for a prayer or a religious reading/commentary.

; i and candy) to each person. On the last
o night there is one additional custom. A
* special doll that represents the baby Jesus

The Posada is supposed to repre-
sent the biblical account of Joseph
and Mary looking for a place to
spend the night. The procession
arrives at a designated house and a
song begins that alternates between
those inside and those outside. The
song ends as everyone goes into the house. Inside there is food and a
traditional fruit punch, consisting of sugar
cane, prunes, guava, cinnamon sticks, and
a little round fruit called "tejocote."”

Each evening there is also the
traditional breaking of a pifiata (usually
several), as well as the giving of an
"aguinaldo" (a bag filled with nuts, fruits
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is placed in a crib (usually in a nativity
scene) and people quietly sing lullabies to lull it to sleep. Each year
a woman is put in charge of taking

8l care of this doll until the next Christ-
M mas. Many people here think that the
doll has special powers and is almost
'l like a real live baby.

In Mexico the actual Christ-
mas celebration is on Christmas Eve
known as Noche Buena. The tradi-
tional Christmas meal is served after
midnight mass on the night of Noche Buena. In Puebla it often in-
cludes pasta;salted cod, fried fish, or pork; stuffed chiles, beans, a
Noche Buena salad (jicama, beets, nuts and erange juice), and the
traditional fruit punch. *

Although very festive and full of obvious century old tradi-
tions, much like the U.S., many of the people never grasp the eternal
and personal significance of the gift of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Please continue to pray forus as we endeavor to spread the
Gospel message of Jesus and plant new churches in Puebla, Mexico.
The next few months will be full of preparations, adjustments and
learning as we become acclimated to our new home and culture.
There is a lot to be done as we attempt to turn our full attention to
the task of winning Puebla
for Jesus. Specifically,
please remember the fol-
lowing prayer requests:

1. Posada information obtained from
www.plsal.org/ChristmasMex.html

Praise Offerings:

The gift of Godbdés Son Jesu
God has blessed us with a wonderful Christmas

God has faithfully brought us to Mexico

Goddéds protection during ou

Gods leading and'protection over us as we look for a house
We are safe and healthy
God has richly blessed us with friends and family

Prayer Requests: R
Sff  @itay for sur adjustment to life & language hereiin Mexico. [=
I Pray that we can find a house and begin to settle in soon, as =
this is a foundational step to beginning our ministry here B

11 Mowey t hat we will sense & |
9 Pray for continued boldness to share the Gospel 3
9 Pray for the People of Puebla, Mexico that they may.come [«
to know Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord |
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Temporary Address:

\ Please contact us at:
= Website: www.BennettsOnMission.com
:} Email: Bennetts@BennettsOnMission.com

47B Sur #4534
Col. Estrella de Sur
Puebla, Pue. 7219@exico

Scott David Bennett Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message |®
of the Lord may spread rapidly and be
honored, just as it was with you.

Il Thessalonians 3:1
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