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A wedding, a funeral, and a Quince

= ding was beautiful and full of Mexican tradition.

'\A 1 o dnéhe last couple, of months Sherry and | deceased in this caseg
-\have had the privilege of experiencing a diverse avat a believer, the ¢
magnlflcent part of the Mexican cultural. Our firstfuneral in reality took &
®adventure was the wedding of a fellow believer on the tone of a cele-
= from one of the local Baptist churches. The wed-bration more than a

time of grieving. However, it is interesting to notethe Quinceafiera on this

:‘One of the most interesting aspects of the weddirigat the Mexican culture embraces the idea and tepecial day. It is a coming
2was the Lasso which is placed over the bride andreality of death much more so than their U.S. couaf age ceremony held on a
:\the groom. Made of beads and in the form of a terparts. Usually, as a result of poverty and the lai#'s fifteenth birthday
.‘flgure eight, it is placed around the necks of the of preservatives, the body is prepared by the famwhlch celebrates her,

of Puebla. Since the

S couple after they have exchanged their vows. Trand buried within 24 hours of death.

other which binds

dition says that the lasso sym-

bolizes the cou-

them together for the res

.from us in the front. After a

pl eds, ovrhndtha)cofh

When we arrivediatsthe funeral there wevell, a U.S. wedding. This is the

already a couple of hundred ™, .
family, friends, and neighborgs &
enjoying a large communal
meal. We ate and listened taies qs ”
Christian mariachi band play®#

while the body laid not far =

coupl of hours, we
- formed a procession be-
ﬁoh 2

| Quince Afios. To say the least, we;

we were invited, we envisioned a U.S. birthday
party. As aresult, Sherry and | dressed casual.
wore blue jeans and a baseball cap. Needless

1 we know that a Quince Afios is not just another
birthday party. It is a rite of passage for the Me)#-

can girl who is referred to as—

"becoming a lady". Imagine, |fyou

similar degree of pomp and pag-
eantry that you would experience a

Quinceariera was beautlfully dressé€d

~in a full length gown and the attendees in S|m|Iaﬁ'

fashion were dressed accordingly.

During the ceremony, the parents wereg
-cbmmended_for the raising of their daughter and:lhe

Qumceanena was challenged to continue to live

F

dic

R ; gody life. 'Fowards the end of the ceremony, aIIH
| lives. It was a truly amazing night as we a e‘lestl E ordalnea"mlnlsters were asked to come to thg|
w food, listened to a mariachi band energe nd pray a prayer of blessing upon the :
& forming traditional Mexican music and celebratedOn arriva eafera. Yeséyou aw
Elthe union of this young couple. " aking my &
= Although not as highly recommended orbody was lowered into the grave. Much of the way to the ront dressed a B
Hlthe list of traditional activities in Mexico, the Mexicrowed remained until the end watching the meniif | was going to a back- g
¥ can funeral is certainly a unique and memorable fill the grave shovel by shovel full of dirt. yard barbeque. Please g =
= experience. Recently, we attended the funeral of a Our first Quince Afos, however, was continue to pray for us as =
Efellow believer in a small village outside of the citypretty much a cultural blunder on our part. Whenwe learn the culture! ‘:
J Praise Offerings: Prayer Requests: _ R
49 Our newest team members, the Byrds are at language schodlf  Pray for the Byrds as they adjust to life in Costa Rica. 5
49 Good leadership and fellow missionaries here in Mexico i Pray for us as we begin to segment & target our city B
49 The gift of nationals who desire to work along side of us 9 Pray for our team/nationals/churches & unity in the work B
E‘H Goddés direction in planning|fYa Psyforthe peaple of Pueblarteekaosy Besu? peesbnills B
: Gdh hl "llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllid t It f r\/ 2h :
- od has richly = = doctrinal stances for over 2 hourg
® blessed us this summer as W:i A PUEb/a MIﬂIStU/ Updal'e = before they voted to ordain thems
Z have begun to focus on the (NN NP R R R R RN NN NN NN NN NN NN NNRNRNNRNRNRRRINDN & However, it was good to see thats
Eiministry here in Puebla. Our team recently s decision for new believers herethey were so meticulous about ordalnlng quiali-
:met with the Puebla/Tlaxcala Regional Bap} in Mexico. Many times new fied men to the office of pastor. i
Convention to discuss believers, who Sherry and Gabrielle have also beel
| our presence and role choose to be busy this summer. Recently, the two of thefn
o the work here. The ~ Dbaptized,are |1 ed a childrenés sefRv
y Board of Directors not . rejected and taught a lesson using Matthew 2829, sang i
v » only recognized our ridiculed by their praise choruses, and helped the children to?
:team but agreed to work with us to plant neg o traditionally make salvation bracelets. There were over30
& churches here. They also shared with us thcn - " Catholic families. children in attendance between 3 and 13 years
&lgoal to plant 25 new churches within the re- Another amazing event that | was = of age. All of the children A
tlgion. Please pray with us that God will give able to be a part of recently was the ordinatiseemed to really enjoy } u
Blus the wisdom to know how and where to  of three new ministers of the Gospel. Each learning about the Great r .
Elwork with them. man shared his testimony as well as his calli@mmission and the rea- (' i
| On a more personal note, Sherry andikh us. The ordination service believe it or sonwhy these two for- r -
# were recently able to attend a baptism servigeot Ias‘ted over 3 hours. " P eigners i
# here. It was a great blessing to be able to hﬂzano ea Sy task to be or- [’ * Ihad s
" come to ' e
- their R
E country. H
.IIIJJJJJIIIIIIlllllllllllllllllIIIIIIIIJJJJJJJJJJJIIIIIllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll:
Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message |=
of the Lord may spread rapidly and be |
honored, just as it was with you. |
Il Thessalonians 3:1 i




